February 19, 2020

Local Announcements

St. John's Pancake Supper: Silent auction, door prizes, Mardi Gras! Emigrant Hall, Tuesday February 25,
4 p.m.-7:30pm. All proceeds given to Craig Clouatre family due to house fire. Want to donate? Mail checks to St.
John's Friendship Fund,8 Story Road, Emigrant Mt 59027.
International Market at Mammoth Hot Springs Dining Room on Friday, February 21
5:00PM – 8:30PM.  All you care to eat from four buffets. The buffets feature food specialties of Asia, Italy, South
of the Border and Montana. Price is $23.95 adult and $8.95 child. Reservations will not be accepted for this
evening. Seating is first come, first seated.
Electric Peak Arts Council presents a three-day celebration of storytelling.
●Performance: Join storyteller Ingrid Nixon as she whisks listeners away on journeys of imagination.
Sunday March 1, 6:30 PM at the Gardiner Community Center; $10 adults, students and seniors over 70 free.
●Workshop: Hone your storytelling skills in a highly interactive workshop with Ingrid Nixon. Come with an idea,
leave with a story! Monday March 2, 6-9 PM at the Gardiner Community Center; $10 adults, students free. Sign up
in advance by contacting Jenni at 406-224-7287 or jenniak@gmail.com.
●StorySlam: Come to the Yellowstone Grill for a night of stories from the audience. Wednesday March 4, 7
PM. Ten local tellers will be selected at random to tell a seven-minute true, personal story on the theme Force of
Nature. Arrive at 6:30 to sign up. Tellers will be in a drawing for prizes. Food and drinks available for purchase
starting at 6 pm.
The Entre Nous liquor basket is once again at the Gardiner Market. Tickets are $2/each or $5/3 tickets.
See Deb McPherson, Tina Sperano, or any Entre Nous member to buy tickets. Thank you Scott and Rebecca for
supporting us again this year!
Local Announcements continued on page 2....

Your Local Real Estate
Market Experts

US Highway 89 South - Gardiner
Versatile 4+ acre parcel with storage units
in place and a nice home site for the future.
Great views. Tons of possibilities.
$599,000 # 329074
Chris (406)930-0299/ Ernie (406)220-0231

Call Us For All Of Your
Real Estate Needs.
Residential • Land • Commercial

406-222-8700
www.eragardiner.com
The Gardiner Chamber of Commerce serves our community through developing local tourism while
endorsing the stewardship of the Yellowstone Ecosystem.

Local Announcements ...continued from page 1
For all vacation rentals within the Gardiner Resort Area District who use the VRBO platform: Be aware
that as of last October 1, 2019 VRBO no longer offers an obvious setting to collect the 3% Gardiner Resort Tax for June
through September stays. You're welcome to read our website notice to further understand and call the GRAD board or
come to a meeting if you have questions so we can help point you in the right direction. There is a link at the bottom of
our FAQ page at gardinerresorttax.com.
The monthly Gardiner Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Meeting will take place at noon on Thursday,
February 20 at the Gardiner Chamber Visitor Center. Public welcome.
The next Gardiner Convention Visitors Bureau (CVB) meeting will take place on Thursday, February 20 at 1pm
to 2pm at the Gardiner Visitor Center. Public welcome.
Tomtana Janitorial Service: Specializing in providing small and mid-size office and vacation rental cleaning services.
Carpet cleaning services! All services discussed and tailored to your needs. No job is too small! Weekly, Bi-weekly
or Daily Cleaning available. Special requests available for consideration. Competitive Prices! Call or email for free
consultation and quote. Tom Jessop/Owner 630-862-5458 Tomtanajanitorial@gmail.com.
Free family movie nights featuring many of your kid's favorite animated movies Sunday nights at 5 pm @ Gardiner
Baptist Church. Sunday February 23th Feature: "Toy Story 1" Bring the whole family!

Rentals

For Rent: Studio Apartment. Available 3/1/20. Utilities: water/sewer/central heat/Wi-Fi/furniture included.
Tenant pays electric. No pets. No smoking. First, last & security deposit. Apply thru www.zillow.com. Search
N. 10th Street, Livingston, MT. Lease $795/month. 406-333-2775.
Danu's House of the Silver Forest. New studio rental. Behind the Log Cabin Cafe in Silvergate/Cooke
City. Just minutes from Lamar. Tiny house with full bath & kitchen. Soaring views, easy access to road but
unmatched solitude, backcountry skiing, ice climbing. Custom built 2019. Oversized tub, heated flooring.
Borders small brook in moose habitat, sorry no snowmobiles. thelogcabincafe.com/stay / 406 838 2367 /
logcabincafe@gmail.com.
Fully furnished winter cabin rental available on the Yellowstone River in March & April 2020. Two master
suites, two full baths, satellite flat screen TV’s, washer/dryer, fully equipped kitchen, covered patio. No pets, no
smoking, limited number of occupants, $1,150 per month, plus utilities. (406) 570-4500.

Gardiner Montana - Upcoming Events
International Market in Mammoth February 21
Jardine Ski Run February 23
EPAC Show: Ingrid Nixon March 1
EPAC Storytelling Workshop: Ingrid Nixon March 2
EPAC Event: Story Slam March 4
EPAC Show: String Fever April 21
Park to Paradise Triathlon April 25
2nd Annual Gardiner Community Yard Sale Day May 9
Dave Stamey Concert in the Jardine Arena May 22
Hell's A-Roarin' Horse Drive May 23
Gardiner Rodeo June 19 & 20
Gardiner Rodeo Parade June 20
Shakespeare in the Parks August 14
Big Bear Stampede September 12
For details and more information, visit:
VisitGardinerMT.com/events-blog/events
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Open daily
7am-8pm
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Two elk found exposed to
brucellosis in Ruby Mountains

HEY KIDS!! Come Join Us at
The Good News Club
An Ice Cream Message with Diego

Bozeman, MT — Two elk sampled recently in the Ruby
Mountains were found to be seropositive for brucellosis,
indicating they’ve been exposed to the disease. The Ruby
Mountains are currently outside but near the boundary
of the Montana Department of Livestock’s Designated
Surveillance Area, an area where livestock brucellosis
testing and traceability requirements exist due to the
presence of brucellosis in elk.

An Ice Cream message is an exciting,
one-hour event that is filled with fun. It
includes:

* Dynamic Bible Lessons
* Meaningful Songs
* Creative Learning Activities * Life-Changing Scripture
* Inspiring Missionary Stories Memory

Your child will learn:
* Respect for Authority
* Character Qualities

These seropositive elk were two among 100 elk sampled
by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks in the Ruby Mountains
this year. The sampling is part of the ongoing Targeted Elk
Brucellosis Surveillance Project. The goal of the project
is to determine the presence of brucellosis in elk and
understand the movement patterns of elk populations. This
research provides important data on the overlap between
elk and livestock on the landscape.

* Moral Values
* Biblical Principles

Who teaches the club?
Specially trained Christians concerned for the spiritual
well-being of your child teach the club.
All club workers are screened as required by CEF’s
child protection policy to ensure your child’s safety.
Sponsored by: Child Evangelism Fellowship
of Montana
Hosted and Conducted by Gardiner School, Sharon
McQuilliams 580-656-0554
Time: After school until 5:15 pm
Date: February 24, 2020
Place: Bear Den room
Who can attend? All boys and girls ages 5-12,
regardless of religious background. Parents are
welcome to attend with child.

“The discovery of brucellosis-exposed elk in the Ruby
Mountains emphasizes the importance of elk surveillance
near the boundary of the DSA,” said Montana State
Veterinarian Martin Zaluski. “We appreciate the continued
partnership with FWP which helps us identify where
livestock are potentially at risk.”
Brucellosis is a bacterial disease that infects cattle, bison
and elk and can result in abortion or the birth of weak
calves. The disease is primarily transmitted through contact
with infected birth tissues and fluids.

Parent /Guardian: Your child must be picked up immediately
after the club ends. Our policies do not allow Good News
Club teachers or helpers to remain at school after club. If
your child is not picked up immediately after club three
times throughout the school year, he/she will not be allowed
to continue attending the club. Thank you.

For more information about brucellosis and the Targeted
Elk Brucellosis Surveillance Project, visit fwp.mt.gov/
fishAndWildlife/diseasesAndResearch/healthPrograms/
brucellosis/.

The United States Constitution requires schools to respect
the right of all external organizations to distribute flyers to
students at school if the school permits any such organization
to distribute flyers. Accordingly, the school cannot discriminate
among groups wishing to distribute flyers at school and does
not endorse the content of any flyer distributed at school. The
school encourages parents to assist their children in making
choices appropriate for them.
This is not an activity of the school or the School District.

Additional 32 pronghorn killed in
train accident in eastern Idaho
HAMER, Idaho (AP) — The Idaho Department of Fish
and Game is reporting an additional 32 pronghorn have
been killed in a second train accident in eastern Idaho.
A train collided with 64 pronghorn Feb. 3 killing 45 on
impact and severely injuring another 19 in the same area
near Hamer, Idaho. KBOI reports that authorities gave a
second update Friday that an additional 32 were struck by
a train in a second incident. IDFG staff were in the area on
a continued search for pronghorn that were hung up in a
fence the evening before officials made the discovery. Five
pronghorn had severe injuries and were put down by an
officer. Another 27 appeared to have been killed on impact.
All salvageable meat was donated to needy families around
the region.

Idaho and other Western states
make plans to study big game range
land
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Idaho has been awarded a
grant to study how elk herds move through a northern
Idaho migration corridor also used by grizzly bears and
wolverines. The grant, announced by the U.S. Department
of the Interior on Friday, is part of $3.2 million in funding
for big game rangeland studies in 11 western states. Idaho’s
research will focus on the McArthur Lake area, which
serves as a link between the Selkirk and Cabinet mountains
used by grizzly bears, wolverine and elk. Scientists will put
GPS collars on 40 elk to monitor their movements over two
years, and then combine that data with information from
a grid of 119 trail cameras. The findings will be used to
map seasonal ranges, movement routes and stopover areas,
according to the Interior Department. Other states that
received grants are Arizona, California, Colorado, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and
Wyoming.
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Lori Hamilton
BROKER

406.223.1079
Scott Hamilton
SALES ASSOCIATE

406.224.1042
217 W Park Street, Suite A
Livingston, MT 59047
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Help Wanted
Absaroka Lodge in Gardiner is seeking FT & PT housekeeping and front desk clerk to start
immediately. Email applications to absarokalodge@gmail.com, apply on Facebook or walk
in applications at 310 Scott Street West daily between 10am-5pm.
Yellowstone Gateway Inn is accepting application for housekeepers. Call Michael at 406848-7100 or stop by and pick up an application.
Yellowstone Super 8 in Gardiner is accepting applications for an experienced
Maintenance person. The ideal candidate would have previous Facility maintenance of some
sort; with additional construction skills. Competitive pay. Housing may be an option. Please
apply at the Front Desk. You can also call and ask for Debbie 406-848-7404.

The Gardiner Chamber of
Commerce and Visitor Center is
currently seeking a full time,
year round, Office Manager.
Under the supervision of the Executive Director, the Office Manager will serve as the
chief operating officer of the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce. He/she will be responsible
for helping to manage and oversee seasonal personnel to ensure the execution of the
day-to-day business operations of the organization.
Roles and Responsibilities include but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oversee daily operations of the Visitor Center; maintain properties and facilities and report
to Executive Director on necessary repairs
Assist with ordering, stocking, and distribution of brochures and travel literature
Recruit, train, schedule and supervise visitor center volunteers and summer employees
Assist Executive Director with the application and administration of grants
Coordinate Chamber/CVB events, fundraising activities and other Board functions
Responsible for creating and maintaining media database and editorial calendars as needed
Assist with creating content for ads, website, promotions, and social media platforms
Assist with the maintenance and updating of the Chamber’s social media accounts
Responsible for tracking and reporting social media and website statistics
Other duties as assigned
Must be able to lift up to 50 pounds and transport it up and down stairs
Must have valid drivers license

The ideal candidate will be a self-motivated, independent worker with operational management experience. He/
she will have a knowledge of and passion for Gardiner, Yellowstone National Park, and the State of Montana and
a passion for sharing information with visitors. Preferred qualifications include a proficiency in Microsoft office
programs; familiarity with social media platforms; and an ability to communicate well with a variety of people and
accents. Wage DOE.

Interested applicants should submit a cover letter, resume, and references to
Terese Petcoff at executivedirector@gardinerchamber.com or in person at the
Gardiner Chamber of Commerce building: 216 Park Street Gardiner, MT.
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FREE
CHECKING

We invite you to come in!
Open a free Checking account at Yellowstone Federal Credit Union (now known as
Meridian Trust Federal Credit Union). You get free checking and it comes with free
online banking, free online bill pay, free debit card, a free mobile app, and access
to over 30,000 free ATMs nationwide. Be sure to ask us how your checking account can
pay you 4.00% APY!

3 Canteen Lane, Yellowstone National Park | 307-344-7974
Open Mondays – Fridays, 9:30a – 3:00p

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED
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SMUGGLED ELK POSES A MYSTERY FOR MONTANA WILDLIFE OFFICIALS BY DAVID MURRAY,Great Falls Tribune
GREAT FALLS, Mont. (AP)
— It reads like a forensic crime
drama - and in a very real sense
it is.
A Montana game warden
learns of an unusual elk shot
along the Rocky Mountain
Front. The animal has physical
peculiarities unlike anything
the department has seen before.
Genetic testing reveals that the
young bull is of an exotic subspecies, and that it came from a
herd more than 600 miles from
where it was shot.
How did it get here? Who
released it into the wild? What
would have happened had the
bull lived, intermingling for
years with Montana's native elk
population?
When a new disease appears
in humans, pathologists make
every effort to identify 'Patient
Zero' - the first person to become
infected with the new pathogen.
Finding patient zero is important
because knowing that person's
history can help to determine
how and when the outbreak
started.
This unusual two-year-old elk
harvested 16 months ago in the
foothills of the Rocky Mountains
is FWP's “Elk Zero.”

“You’re actually doing them
a disservice because if they
don’t learn how to forage for
themselves they’re not going
to survive after you’ve stopped
feeding them," Holland notes. "It
can’t go on forever."

when they're harvested they have
to be inspected.”

FWP's interest in the case was
motivated by more than simply
idle curiosity about an unusual
domesticated elk. Not knowing
where Elk Zero came from, or
whether it was just one member
of a larger group of introduced
elk, could have serious animal
health implications.
“The importation of any
animal brings with it a full
community of parasites and
pathogens," explained Emily
Almberg, disease ecologist for
Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks. “Some things might be
pretty benign, but there are things
that we worry about that might be
difficult to detect just by looking
at an animal.”
Chronic wasting disease,
bovine tuberculosis and
brucellosis are all diseases
carried by elk, and which can
be transmitted by them to other
animals - in some cases to
livestock. Not knowing where
Elk Zero had come from or what
it had been exposed to was a
serious consideration.

“Most wildlife has evolved
without humans helping them,"
he added. "They’ve got it figured
out. They know how to survive.
We don't find salt blocks in
nature."
Holland said the residents
were cited for feeding the elk,
but repeatedly and adamantly
denied having anything to do
with his presence in Choteau, or
to knowing who did.
"We are not saying they
introduced the animal," Holland
emphasized. “We were able to
prove they fed the animal, which
is a violation of (Montana law.)”
Potential impact of
introduction
FWP officials were at a dead
end, but there remained one
possible avenue of investigation.

Yet, no one in the Choteau
area seemed to know - or would
claim to know very much
about it. There were, however,
"It wasn’t just an elk,"
two individuals more directly
remarked Dave Holland, game
connected to Elk Zero than the
warden captain for Montana Fish, rest of the community.
Wildlife and Parks, to the Great
Falls Tribune. “It had the ability
FWP investigators were able
to prove that two people from
to be an ecological disaster.”
Choteau had been feeding the
The elk with florescent antlers
elk, which is a violation of state
law.
On Oct. 20, 2018, a 'spike'
bull elk was legally harvested
In Montana it's a misdemeanor
north of Choteau. The hunter
offense to attract wildlife of any
didn't immediately notice
type with food or other attractants
anything unusual about the
like salt licks; the lone exception
animal, and took it to a wild
being the recreational feeding
game processor to have it
of birds. Violators face potential
butchered. It was there that things penalties of up to a $1,000 fine,
began to get interesting.
six months in jail and a loss of
their hunting, fishing, or trapping
According to Holland, when
privileges.
the hunter returned to check on
his order the processor asked
Why feeding wildlife is a crime
him what the deal was with the
Many Montanans feel a strong
elk's antlers. The bull's spikes
had been painted orange, but the urge, born in compassion, to
hunter hadn't noticed because he feed wild animals that appear to
be struggling. Not only is feeding
is color blind.
wildlife illegal, its also a bad
The elk's florescent antlers
idea.
weren't its only unusual feature.
“People have the impression
When Warden Ron Duty
inspected the animal's carcass he that wildlife need help; that we
discovered it had been castrated. have to feed them to get them
Duty began asking people around through the winter," said Game
Warden Captain Dave Holland.
Choteau if they'd ever seen the
elk, or knew who was responsible "But when you put out an
attractant like salt or food, you
for it.
start unnaturally congregating the
“People had videos of this
animals, which will help spread
elk," Holland recalled. "It
disease."
would walk right up to people.
A recent example of this is the
Obviously, humans had been
interacting with this elk, probably rapid spread of chronic wasting
disease in deer congregating
since it was a calf."
in and around Libby. The
Some of the locals had even
fatal neurological disease was
given it a name - "Buford" - but
unknown west of the continental
no one claimed responsibility, nor divide until the spring of 2019,
claimed to know its origin.
when a single white-tailed deer
in Libby tested positive for the
The possibility that the elk
disease.
had somehow escaped or been
released from a regional game
Since then more than 60
farm was also explored, but
deer in the area have tested
there was no record of a missing positive for CWD, many of
animal, something that would
them congregated in areas where
have almost surely existed had
people were actively feeding
it been raised in commercial
deer.
captivity.
Feeding wildlife also
“Game farms are highly
habituates them to human food
regulated," Holland noted. "They sources making it more likely
have to be fenced. All the animals they will be unable to survive on
have to be documented, and
their own.

8

“There was this rumor around
the community that possibly this
elk could have been brought to
Montana from Washington,"
Holland said.

a comprehensive genetic
database of its elk herds. Wildlife
geneticists there have identified
10 herds, which may intermingle
at times, but maintain distinct
genetic profiles.
However, submitting a single
tissue sample from Elk Zero
would not be enough to veritably
identify it as a member of one
of Washington's herds. Wildlife
managers would need to obtain
multiple samples collected
from a variety of elk within the
Choteau area to compare with
the DNA profiles cataloged by
Washington's Department of Fish
and Wildlife.
During the remaining months
of the 2018 hunting season and
throughout the 2019 hunting
season, FWP biologists and
wardens collected 10 distinct
tissue samples from elk harvested
in the Choteau and Augusta areas.
Along with a sample previously
collected from Elk Zero, they
were sent to Washington's
molecular genetics laboratory in
Olympia for DNA analysis.
"Using Washington state elk
reference baselines, the unknown
elk 1 (Elk Zero) genetically
assigned to the Washington State
Yakima elk herd with a positive
probability of 99.98%," the lab
results reported.

Holland contacted his
counterpart with the Washington
In other words, within a
Department of Fish and Wildlife minute fraction of statistical
to see if was possible to connect probability, DNA testing had
Elk Zero with a herd in that state. proven that the elk had been
taken from a herd in southwest
The possibility that Elk
Washington; probably as a calf,
Zero was transported to the
and was transported to Montana
Choteau area from out of state
where it was then released. FWP
added another layer of concern.
finally knew where Elk Zero had
Montana's elk herd belongs to
come from, but knowing that
a unique genetic subspecies
raised another concern.
identified as Rocky Mountain
elk, which are prized by hunters
Beginning in 2008, wildlife
for their large antlers. Those
managers in Washington began
roaming the temperate forests
receiving reports of elk with
of western Washington are
deformed, broken or missing
Roosevelt elk, which have larger hooves. The condition has now
bodies, are slightly darker in
been identified as elk hoof
color and have smaller antlers.
disease, a bacterial infection that
Despite the fact that Elk Zero eventually cripples the animal,
and which has now spread to
had been castrated, the presence
parts of Oregon and Idaho.
of a free-roaming bull elk, from
a different subspecies and just
"The disease appears to be
reaching its sexual maturity,
highly infectious among elk, but
caused alarm among some
there is no evidence that it affects
wildlife managers.
humans," a report from the
Washington Department of Fish
“If you start intertwining
those populations (Roosevelt and and Wildlife states. "Currently
there is no vaccine to prevent
Rocky Mountain) they lose the
the disease, nor are there any
characteristics that made them
proven options for treating it in
distinct," Holland explained.
the field."
"You run the risk of losing a
distinct sub-species."
Elk Zero tested negative for
hoof
disease, but keeping it out of
Almberg said its an open
question whether the introduction Montana is a primary concern for
of a single animal would make a herd managers.
meaningful genetic contribution,
"That lameness, the severe
to the point where it would
inflammation of hooves can
have any irreversible effects on
cause ... a deterioration of body
the native herd. However, she
condition," Almberg said of the
does agree that cross-breeding
impacts of elk hoof disease.
between subspecies can result
"They have a harder time moving
in a negative outcome for the
around, they have a harder time
species as a whole.
feeding and keeping up with
the herd. Those things can all
"If you mix distinct subspecies you have the potential of contribute to lower survival."
losing the genetics that control
"This hoof disease is a major
local adaptation," Almberg said.
issue impacting their elk herd,"
“There is something called 'out
Holland added. “We don’t have
breeding depression' where
it in Montana yet and we don’t
you see the decreased fitness of
want it.”
offspring when you cross those
‘Who knows what the
different subspecies, so lower
consequences would have been’
reproductive output.”
At this point it appears that
Finding the origin
the illegal theft and release of Elk
Unlike Montana,
Smuggled Elk, continued on
Washington state has compiled

page 9...

Smuggled Elk, continued from
page 8...

“As an agency we move
wildlife, but its highly regulated,"
Zero had no impact on Montana's Holland added. "We’ll spend years
planning for and getting ready to
elk population, but that was
move wildlife. If somebody just
solely due to dumb luck.
willy-nilly picks a calf elk up,
Holland acknowledges that
throws it in a horse trailer and
whoever brought the animal
drives it to Montana – they’re
to Montana probably didn't
not thinking about hoof disease
understand the ramifications of
or CWD or the genetic aspects.
what they were doing, but the
That’s where this can become
consequences could have been
very dangerous to wildlife
just as detrimental no matter the
populations."
person's intentions.
FWP District Supervisor, Gary
With nearly 17 years of
Bertellotti, put the case of Elk
service as a game warden,
Zero into the broader context of
Holland said he's never
invasive species across the U.S. experienced anything quite like
a problem becoming increasingly
Elk Zero.
critical in Montana.
“This is the first time I’ve
"Quagga mussels, CWD, feral
ever seen a large mammal moved pigs, lake trout - we can see what
from one state to another and
the impacts are by looking at
released," he said. “I’ve been
other things going on," Bertellotti
involved in removing fawns
said. "In all of those cases it was
from houses where they were
because somebody transported
kept in the kids’ bedrooms, or
something. They all started with
they’re being raised as pets, but
one person."
that’s usually local – people out
“We don’t know what that
walking locally and they’ll bring
an animal home. This is a whole would be. We’ve never had to
deal with that," Bertellotti said
different level. They literally
of the implications, had Elk Zero
went out and found an elk in
been left fertile and undiscovered.
Washington, put it in a trailer,
drove it to Montana and let it go." “Roosevelt elk may not be as

compatible with the habitat and
the weather systems we have
here. If those genetics start
to become more prevalent ...
all of a sudden you could see
that population not surviving
as well as it should. It could
have been anything from more
susceptibility to diseases to the
viability of the species. Who
knows what the consequences
would have been."

released it.”
Just as with any crime drama,
investigators hope someone will
come forth with information
regarding Elk Zero that will
ultimately lead to an arrest.

Montana FWP maintains a
confidential, toll-free hotline
where people can report
violations of fish, wildlife or
park regulations. Since its
establishment in 1985, TIPClosing the case
MONT has received reports
While a portion of the mystery resulting in 1,521 convictions.
To report a fish, wildlife or park
surrounding Elk Zero has been
solved, the investigation into who violation call 1-800-TIP-MONT
(1-800-847-6668). Callers can
is responsible for taking the elk
remain anonymous and may be
from Washington and releasing
eligible for a cash reward of up to
him in Montana is ongoing.
$1,000. Nearly $155,000 in TIPWardens in both states continue
MONT rewards have been paid
to ask questions.
to citizens since the program was
“What we really want to know established.
is who brought it here," Holland
“I believe that there are people in
said. “We have a strong theory
Washington who have information
that it came from Enumclaw (a
about where this elk came from,"
city roughly 30 miles east of
Holland said. “I believe there’s
Tacoma). We've developed the
people here in Montana who also
theory that it came from that
know that. If they come forward
area based upon information
with information that helps us
other than the genetics. We
find answers to this, then yes,
want contact with anybody with
absolutely there’s going to be a
knowledge of how the animal
arrived in Montana alive and who TIP-MONT reward."

Public comment sought on Environmental Assessment for proposed
Yellowstone River Bridge replacement
MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS, WY -The National Park Service seeks public comment on a proposal to replace the
Yellowstone River Bridge in Yellowstone National Park. The bridge is located on the Northeast Entrance Road near Tower
Junction.
This project will maintain safe visitor access from the park’s Northeast Entrance since the bridge is part of the only
road corridor in the park that is open year-round and plowed in the winter. Built in the early 1960s, the concrete deck,
sidewalks, and parapets have deteriorated.
The Environmental Assessment (EA) analyzes impacts to geothermal resources, visitor experience, vegetation, and
wetlands in the project area. The EA evaluates three alternatives.
• In Alternative A (no action), the bridge would remain in its existing condition.
• Alternative B (the preferred alternative) would replace the bridge with a larger 1,200-foot-long bridge about 500 feet
south of its existing location. One mile of new road would be constructed to line up with the new bridge location.
Following construction, the existing bridge and approximately 1.5 miles of existing road would be removed, and the
area restored.
• Alternative C would include construction of a new bridge directly adjacent to and slightly north of the existing bridge.
Following construction, the existing one would be removed. The new bridge would be about 600 feet long and the
road that approaches the bridge would be moved north.
• Alternative B and C would reconstruct and widen the 24-foot-wide bridge to a 30-foot paved width. In addition, 1-1.5
miles of road from Tower Junction to the Yellowstone River Picnic Area will also be widened to a 30-foot width. Both
alternatives would reconfigure and expand the Yellowstone River Picnic Area and improve turnouts for vehicles along
the road.
Construction would begin in the summer or fall of 2022 and will continue through 2024, depending on funding
availability.
If the proposed project is implemented, construction delays would vary by alternative. This could range from no delays to
up to 30 minutes with occasional two to four-hour delays. There may be temporary closures, including regular nighttime
closures, depending on the alternative. The public would be notified of closures in advance if they occur.
Comments must be received by March 15, 2020. Comments may be submitted online at: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/yrb,
by hand-delivery, or by mail. Comments will not be accepted by fax, email, or by any other means.
Hand-deliver comments during business hours to: Albright Visitor Center, Attention: Yellowstone River Bridge
Replacement, Mammoth Hot Springs, Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming 82190.
Mail comments to: Compliance Office, Attention: Yellowstone River Bridge Replacement, P.O. Box 168, Yellowstone
National Park, Wyoming 82190.
Public Comment Considerations
• Bulk comments in any format submitted on behalf of others will not be accepted.
• Before including your address, phone number, email, or other personal information, be aware that your entire
comment – including your personally identifiable information – may be made public at any time. You may ask us to
withhold your personally identifiable information from public review, but we cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.
• The proposed project is an undertaking as outlined under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) (36 CFR § 800). We welcome comments about historic properties or other cultural resources that fall within
the project area.
The park is also completing compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for this project and is
consulting with the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office on the proposed design.
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FWP investigating elk, pronghorn
poachings in Park County
Bozeman, MT — Game wardens with Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks are seeking information on several
elk and pronghorn that were killed illegally in Park
County this week.
On Thursday wardens received reports of poached
elk near the intersection of Trail Creek and Old
Yellowstone roads, about 17 miles south of Livingston.
After talking with landowners, wardens found that
three cow elk had been shot from the road on private
property, and the meat was wasted.
Wardens also learned of nine pronghorn—three bucks
and six does and fawns—that were poached on private
property about 1 mile south of the three poached elk.
The pronghorn were also shot from a roadway, and the
meat was left to waste. Several houses and buildings
were adjacent to where the pronghorn were shot.
Wardens have been gathering evidence from both
areas. They found blood trails away from the
carcasses, indicating other animals may have been
wounded and ran away. One area landowner reported
hearing multiple gun shots Thursday morning around
2 a.m.
Anyone with information on either of these incidents
are asked to contact Livingston area Game Warden
Drew Scott at 406-581-7613 or Gardiner area Game
Warden Gregg Todd at 406-224-5207. Informants can
also remain anonymous by calling Montana’s poaching
hotline, 1-800-TIP-MONT (847-6668). Persons
who provide information that leads to a successful
prosecution in this case may be eligible for a monetary
reward.
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Church Services
Gardiner Baptist Church
Sundays: Bible Study 10am
Worship 11am, lunch to follow
Mondays: Good News Club at
school 4:15-5:15
Wednesdays: Bible Study 6:30pm
The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints
Sundays: Sacrament Service 10am

St. Williams Catholic Church: Mt. Republic Chapel of Peace
Sundays: Adult Education: 9:30am (Cooke City)
Mass time: 11:00am
Sundays: Worship 8am & 10am
St. John’s Episcopal Church
(Emigrant)
Sundays: Worship 8am

Gardiner Community Church
Winter Schedule
Sundays: 9:15 Sunday School
10:15am Worship Service

Community Services & Committees
AA Meeting: Wednesdays @ 7pm
at St. William’s Catholic Church.
Contact 1-724-496-9894

Gardiner Community Library
Tuesdays 10am-5pm, 6pm-8pm &
Thursdays 6pm-8pm. 406.848.7835.
Book Sale Tuesdays 10am-5pm.

AA Meeting: Wednesdays @ 7pm
at Mount Republic Chapel of Peace. Gardiner Food Pantry:
Tuesdays from 1pm-6pm.
Cooke City. Contact: (406) 838307.344.9006 Linda Gray.
2397

Greater Gardiner
Community Council
Advisory Board Meeting:
1st Tuesdays @ 6:30pm.
www.gardinermt.org
Livingston HealthCare
Gardiner Rehab Outreach
Clinic: M/W/F from 9am-4pm at
Gardiner Baptist Church.
Call 222-7231 or 222-3541.

Gardiner-Park County Water
American Legion Meeting:
2nd Tuesday @ 7pm at the Gardiner District Board Meeting: 2nd
Tuesday @ 6pm at the District
Community Center.
Office. *This month's meeting was Livingston Lodge #32 A.F. &
A.M. meets 1st Tuesday at 7pm at
on the 1st Tuesday: February 4,
Bear Creek Council
the Livingston Masonic Temple.
2020
Meeting: Meets monthly at the
Track Ed Center, 9 Jardine Rd.
Gardiner Resort Area District
For more information: 406-223If you are feeling sad, as
2152 https://northernplains.org/our- Monthly meeting is held every
second Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
local-groups/bear-creek-council/
if no one cares or that
Gardiner Visitor Center.
life isn’t worth living any
Electric Peak Arts
more, please call the
Gardiner School Board
Council Meeting:
Meeting: 2nd Wednesdays @ 6pm
Sept-May, 1st Wednesdays
Montana Suicide
in the Gardiner School Library.
@ 5:30pm at the Gardiner Visitor
Center, 216 Park St.
Prevention Lifeline at
Gateway Hose Company:
1-800-273-TALK (8255)
Board of Trustees
Gardiner Chamber of
Feb 17, 2020 @
Commerce: Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm
Someone does care, they
7 pm at the Fire Hall.
Monthly Board meeting, 3rd
Thursdays at noon. Located at 216
will listen to your story.
Park Street. 848-7971.

Gardiner Community Newsletter Info
The Gardiner Community Newsletter is published every Wednesday afternoon. Deadline for all newsletter ads
is every Tuesday at noon. This includes payment and ad submission. There is no billing, ads must be paid for in
advance. Ads submitted without full payment will not run.
How to submit an ad:
•
•
•
•

Email ad to ads@gardinerchamber.com
Send ad to: Gardiner Chamber of Commerce (attention newsletter ads), P.O. Box 81, Gardiner, MT 59030.
Come directly into the Chamber office at 216 Park Street, or use the afterhours drop box.
Ads can not be submitted over the phone, but you can pay over the phone with a credit card. 406-848-7971.

Line Ad pricing:
•
•
•

•

Regular Line Ad: $7 for the first 40 words, ten cents for each
additional word.
Chamber Member Line Ad: $6 for the first 40 words, ten
cents for each additional word.
Free Line Ad: First 40 words are free, ten cents for each
additional word. Things that constitute a free line ad: Lost &
Found, Thank You’s, Condolences, Memorial Services, and
free things that normally have a charge (ie: giving a way a
bike, or serving a meal for free). Non-profit status does not
guarantee a free ad.
Logos and bullet points available for an additional fee, please
inquire for details.

Display Ad sizes and pricing:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$10/week – sixteenth page vertical – 1.8” x 3.2”
$10/week – sixteenth page horizontal – 3.7” x 1.55”
$15/week – eighth page – 3.7” x 3.2”
$30/week – quarter page vertical – 3.7” x 6.5”
$30/week – quarter page horizontal – 7.5” x 3.2”
$50/week – half page vertical – 3.7” x 13.1”
$50/week – half page horizontal – 7.5” x 6.5”
$70/week – three quarter page – 7.5” x 9.8”
$90/week – full page – 7.5” x 13.1”
$1 fee for chamber staff to build/modify/resize an ad
(this service is free for Chamber of Commerce members)

The Gardiner Community Newsletter is sponsored by the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce. Its purpose is
to inform local residents and visitors regarding items of local interest. Occasionally opinions are expressed
herein that do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber
reserves the right to omit or edit ads/copy for length,grammar, good taste and to prevent defamation.

VisitGardinerMT.com

406-848-7971

ads@gardinerchamber.com

