
November 27, 2019

Local Announcements

The Gardiner Chamber of Commerce serves our community through developing local tourism while           
endorsing the stewardship of the Yellowstone Ecosystem.

Come join us for Gardiner’s 16th Annual Turkey Trot. Yellowstone Forever will host this community 
event that supports the local food bank. Everyone is welcome to walk, run, push strollers, bring dogs, etc. Do 
something good for yourself and get some exercise. Do something good for others and bring a food donation for 
the Food Pantry. Meet at the Yellowstone Forever building for donuts and coffee at 10:00 a.m. on Thanksgiving 
Day, before walking a quick loop nearby.

Come shop at Yellowstone Forever for your holiday gifts! Starting on Black Friday, November 
29th get 25% off the entire store (some exclusions apply)! Free Grand Prismatic water bottle with purchase 
(while supplies last) and amazing Doorbuster specials!

Mammoth Community Center Family Paint & Sip, December 1, 5:30 p.m. $25 per canvas — paint your own 
or paint one as a family. Supplies and instruction provided by Blue Bison Art. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Text 337-304-9035 to register.

Mammoth Community Center Art Gallery Reception: December 1, 3-5 p.m. in the MCC. Enjoy light 
refreshments while talking to the photographers whose canvas prints featuring Yellowstone scenes are on display 
and for sale. Questions? Email mammothboardyellowstone@gmail.com. 

Gardiner FFA is pre-selling Christmas wreaths! Wreaths are $25 each. Once purchased, buyers receive a ticket. 
On Thursday December 5th from 4-6 pm, buyers may bring their tickets to the school shop to select and pick up 
wreaths. To ensure we have enough available, please contact Lori Hoppe at ffa@gardiner.org or (406) 570-4368 
to arrange purchasing a ticket.

Your Local Real Estate
Market Experts

406-222-8700
www.eragardiner.com

Call Us For All Of Your 
Real Estate Needs. 

Residential • Land • Commercial

637 Mill Creek Road - Livingston
Charming mountain cabin with Mill Creek 

frontage on 8.6 acres. Well maintained; well 
loved; waiting for you.  
$649,000 # 334493

Call Jon Ellen 406-223-8700

Local Announcements continued on page 2....

mailto:mammothboardyellowstone@gmail.com
mailto:ffa@gardiner.org
http://www.eragardiner.com
https://www.facebook.com/gardinercorral/
http://www.opticsyellowstone.com
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Local Announcements ...continued from page 1

Christmas Tree Permits are now available at the Gardiner Ranger District Office, located at 805 Scott Street. 
Our hours are 8:00-12:00, 12:30-4:30. Permits are also available at the Gardiner Market, open 7am-8pm daily.

Looking for volunteers on Monday, December 2nd to put up the Christmas lights on the streetlight poles.
Lights will start going up at 9:00am and volunteers are welcome to help for the whole project (should finish up in 
the early afternoon), or just for part of the time. Meet at the Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber of Commerce 
is closed for the long holiday weekend, but if you have any questions, please email Terese at 
tpetcoff@gardinerchamber.com. 

This is a reminder from the workers at the Gardiner Park County Water & Sewer District. We would 
remind Gardiner residents that easements are a benefit for both the District and the community. Easements are 
necessary for underground utilities and are legal documents. Easements allow the District to perform required 
maintenance and repairs to water and sewer lines with minimal intrusion on the property and at minimal cost. If 
a property owner does not abide by the easement and builds structures within the easement without the Districts’ 
permission, this impacts the community as the District must spend extra time and money in order to perform 
maintenance and repairs to the water and sewer lines. We all want to keep costs down. So please, if you have an 
easement on your property be mindful of where you build so you do not interfere with the easement. 

Tomtana Janitorial Service: Specializing in providing small and mid-size office and vacation rental cleaning 
services. All services discussed and tailored to your needs. No job is too small! Weekly, Bi-weekly or Daily 
Cleaning available. Special requests available for consideration. Competitive Prices! Call or email for free 
consultation and quote. Tom Jessop/Owner 630-862-5458 Tomtanajanitorial@gmail.com.

Free family movie nights featuring many of your kid's favorite animated movies Sunday nights at 6 pm @ 
Gardiner Baptist Church. Sunday, December 1st feature: Open Season. Bring the whole family!

Turkey Trot November 28
MCC Art Gallery Reception December 1

MCC Family Paint & Sip December 1
Gardiner Christmas Stroll December 5

EPAC Show: Storyhill December 5
NYEF Festival of Trees December 7

Yellowstone Tree Lighting December 8
Book Release: Voices of Yellowstone's Capstone December 13

4H Senior Citizen Dinner December 15
MCC event: Chili Cook-off and Cookie Bake-off January 24

Gardiner Montana - Upcoming Events

For details and more information, visit:
VisitGardinerMT.com/events-blog/events

mailto:tpetcoff%40gardinerchamber.com?subject=
mailto:Tomtanajanitorial%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.visitgardinermt.com/events-blog/events
http://www.visitgardinermt.com/events-blog/events
http://www.VisitGardinerMT.com/events-blog/events
http://www.yellowstonehotspringsmt.com
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http://www.gardinermarket.com
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Super 8 Gardiner has 36 mattress sets FREE for the taking. Starting 11/27/2019 between 10 am and 4 Pm. We 
need to have the old mattress sets out by 12/3/2019. You carry and haul. These are Beautyrest mattresses in good 
shape. If you have questions please call the Front Desk 406-848-7401.

Free full size tan couch available in Lower Mammoth. Photo available on the Facebook Gardiner/Mammoth 
Swap and Sell page. Please text if interested or if you would like more information. 406-224-1114. Thank you!

Free Furniture

The Mammoth Clinic will be closed on Wed 11/27, Thu 11/28 and Fri 11/29 for the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  We will be open Monday Dec 2 and resume regular hours of 8:30 - 5:00 Mondays through Thursdays 
and 8:30 to 1:00 on Fridays. Happy Thanksgiving everyone! 

The Pharmacy hours for Thanksgiving week: Wednesday the 27th: 10am – 2pm. Thursday the 28th – 
December 1st: Closed. The Perk will be closed Thanksgiving Day. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving Gardiner!

The Gardiner Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center will close at noon on November 27 and be closed 
November 28-29 while we celebrate the holiday with our families. As always our restrooms and hallway with 
free information are available 24/7. Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at the Gardiner Chamber!

Thanksgiving Week Business Hours

Yellowstone makes substantial progress to reduce nonnative lake 
trout and recover native cutthroat trout
MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS, WY - The annual removal of nonnative lake trout from Yellowstone Lake recently 
concluded and the multiyear effort points to a declining population. Lake trout are removed in an effort to preserve 
the native cutthroat trout population, the largest remaining concentration of inland cutthroat trout in existence. 
  
Native cutthroat trout are the park’s most ecologically important fish and the most highly regarded by visiting 
anglers. It is an important food source for grizzly bears, birds of prey, and other wildlife. The cutthroat decline 
resulted in several of these species being displaced from Yellowstone Lake or having to use alternate food sources 
during certain times of the year. 
 
“I want to personally thank the National Park Service team, our partners, and the many people who have 
philanthropically supported this continuing conservation effort,” said Superintendent Cam Sholly. “There is a 
considerable amount of work yet to do to build on this progress. This will continue to be one of our conservation 
priorities.” 
 
Yellowstone National Park and contract crews removed 282,960 fish between May and October of this year 
compared to 297,110 in 2018, and 396,950 in 2017, a 29% decline over three years. 
 
Yellowstone’s lake trout suppression program is one of the largest nonnative fish removal programs in the United 
States. Since lake trout were first discovered in 1994, more than 3.4 million have been removed from Yellowstone 
Lake through suppression gillnetting. The number of lake trout caught in nets continues to steadily decline, from 
4.4 per net in 2017, and 3.1 per net in 2018, to just 2.9 per net in 2019. 
 
In order to predict the success of the removal effort and set benchmarks for gillnetting in the future, Yellowstone 
National Park and Michigan State University collaborate to generate statistical models of the lake trout population. 
The models suggest there are 73% less lake trout ages six and older in Yellowstone Lake now than were present 
at the population’s peak in 2011. This is critical because older, larger lake trout have the highest reproductive 
potential and consume the most cutthroat trout. The models also indicate that the invasive species has been in 
decline since 2012. 
 
Concurrent with the lake trout decline, long-term monitoring indicates a substantial increase in the number of 
cutthroat trout in the Yellowstone Lake ecosystem. Cutthroat that inhabit the lake migrate more than 30 miles 
up into the Upper Yellowstone and Thorofare streams where they spawn and then return to the lake. This July, 
fisheries staff found large numbers and sizes of cutthroat in these backcountry streams. Ten years ago, few 
cutthroat were present. This long distance migration highlights the spatial extent to which the recovery of the 
cutthroat impacts Yellowstone. 
 
While models and monitoring point to positive trends, a panel of expert fishery scientists in May 2019, estimate 
that a minimum of five more years of effort is needed to reach the lake trout population goal of below 100,000. 
They also emphasized that lake trout cannot be completely eradicated with current techniques and will continue to 
require annual removal and monitoring into the future. 
 
Yellowstone fishery biologists continue to explore alternatives to gillnetting that will augment lake trout 
suppression, increase efficacy, and reduce costs. For example, over the last few years, biologists tested a method to 
suppress the population by killing lake trout eggs on spawning sites. One technique involved placing plant-based 
organic pellets on spawning sites to facilitate decomposition and loss of dissolved oxygen. This method killed eggs 
within two days. Since the results are promising, the park intends to expand the technique in the future.       
  
Yellowstone has invested more than $20 million over the past two decades on this recovery effort. Much of that 
funding has come from the generosity of donations through Yellowstone Forever. “The park will never completely 
eradicate lake trout but the return on investment is the ecological restoration of Yellowstone cutthroat trout, 
sustainable angling, and a chance to glimpse a river otter, osprey, or bear catching a cutthroat,” said Dr. Todd Koel, 
leader of the Native Fish Conservation Program. 
 
Learn more at the 2015 - 2018 YCR Fish Report and Native Fish Conservation Program.

https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/fishreports.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/management/native-fish-conservation-program.htm
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Slide Repair Planned on East River 
Road - Hwy S-540 S. of Emigrant, 
Wanigan Area

 
EMIGRANT/PRAY, MONTANA (November 25, 2019) — 
The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) would 
like to announce and invite the public to comment on 
the proposal to conduct emergency slide repair work on 
S-540 (East River Road) at multiple locations. The work is 
between the Chico Hot Springs turnoff and the junction of 
S-540 with US 89. The project is in the area locally known 
as Wanigan from reference post 9.3 to 9.9.
 
Proposed work includes excavating the roadway, backfilling 
crushed gravel, trench drains, culvert installation, 
temporary gravel surfacing, paving, striping and signage.  
The purpose of the project is to repair the roadway, improve 
drainage, and re-open the highway. 
 
Project work is expected to begin in mid to late January. 
Once re-opened the repaired sections of Highway S 540 
will have gravel surfaces with paving to follow later in 
the spring of 2020.  The project schedule is dependent on 
completion of design activities, environmental permitting, 
and weather. MDT is dedicated to expediting this project 
and apologizes for any inconvenience it may cause. 
   
An important part of properly planning for future projects 
is partnering with the community. Montana Department 
of Transportation welcomes the public to provide ideas 
and comments on the proposed project. Comments may 
be submitted online at http://www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/
comment_form.shtml or in writing to Montana Department 
of Transportation, Butte office at PO Box 3068, Butte, MT  
59702-3068. Please note that comments are for project CN 
9812000.
 
For additional information, please contact Butte District 
Administrator William Fogarty at (406) 494-9635 or Project 
Design Engineer Tyrel Murfitt at (406) 444-6227.

 
Alternative accessible formats of this document 
will be provided on request. Persons who need an 
alternative format should contact the Human Resources 
and Occupational Safety Division, Department of 
Transportation, 2701 Prospect Avenue, PO Box 201001, 
Helena, MT 59620. Telephone 406-444-9229. Those using 
a TTY may call 1(800)335-7592 or through the Montana 
Relay Service at 711.

Grab a Permit, Your Family and
Gather Your Christmas Tree on 
Forest, 4th Graders Free Permits
Bozeman, MT - It’s the time of year for Christmas tree 
permits again.  The Custer Gallatin National Forest now 
has Christmas tree permits available at all seven Ranger 
Districts and at numerous local businesses across the 
Forest.  Forest Service offices will have permits available 
for purchase during regular business hours 8:00 a.m. – 
4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday for $5.00 each (limit 3 per 
household).  Cash, check or debit/credit card are accepted 
at each location.

“Heading out for your Christmas tree is a great family 
experience, I remember doing it when I was a kid and 
now we’re taking our toddler out, said Mariah Leuschen-
Lonergan, Public Affairs Specialist, Custer Gallatin 
National Forest.  “This year, as part of Every Kid Outdoors, 
4th graders across the Nation will get a free Christmas 
Tree permit.  First, just log onto https://everykidoutdoors.
gov and follow the quick steps to confirm you are a 
4th grader then bring your pass to your local Christmas Tree 
vendor and grab a free permit to enjoy with your family.” 

Every Kid Outdoors is a partnership of federal agencies 
offering free access to hundreds of parks, lands, and waters 
for an entire year.  See America’s natural wonders and 
historic sites for free as a 4th grader.  Learn more at:  https://
everykidoutdoors.gov.

https://www.yellowstonevacations.com/stay/gardiner/yellowstone-mine-restaurant
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/comment_form.shtml
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/comment_form.shtml
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/
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Gardiner Christmas Stroll
2019 ANNUAL

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 
4-8 PM

Stroll, shop, snack 
and sing! Enjoy an 
evening of holiday  

shopping, kids 
activities, food, 
live music, craft 
fair, and more!

Followed by a  
performance by Story Hill  

at the Gardiner School.

Livingston is First Montana 
Top Ten Town in Television 
Competition 
Livingston, Mont. - Livingston, Montana was recently 
selected as one of the top ten contenders for Season 5 of 
the reality television show, Small Business Revolution, and 
could win half a million dollars in services revolutionizing 
small businesses. The town was nominated by Livingston 
Business Improvement District (LBID), whose mission is 
to enhance the vitality of historic downtown Livingston. 
Deluxe, a leading provider of business products, services, 
and solutions for companies of all sizes, launched the 
Small Business Revolution in 2015, highlighting 100 small 
business stories from across the country. Along the way, 
they learned that nowhere are small businesses more under 
siege than in small towns. They created the Small Business 
Revolution to help those small businesses, and in turn, 
those small towns, reignite the spark that drives them and 
keeps people coming back to special places like Livingston, 
Montana. 

This is the first time a Montana town has been selected 
as a top ten finalist in the five years of the program, and 
Livingston beat out a field of over 10,000 applications. 
Among the top ten towns, Livingston has one of the smallest 
populations and Montana is the state with the smallest 
population, so the entire state will need to rally to garner 
the necessary votes to win. In early December, a team of 
producers from the show will be visiting Livingston to get a 
sense of the town and meet one-on-one with business owners 
who've applied to be considered for a visit and learn more 
about how marketing expertise can benefit the community. 

Everyone is encouraged to share images and stories about 
Livingston on Small Business Revolution and Deluxe 
Corporation’s social media, use the hashtags #mylivingston 
and #smallbusinessrevolution to demonstrate why 
Livingston should be featured. On January 14, 2020 the 
focus is narrowed down to five towns, and then the public 
gets to vote between January 14-21 for which town will be premiered in Season 5 and receive $500,000 total in 
marketing and makeover money for five to six chosen businesses. The towns represent a cross- section of American 
life and include: Livingston, MT; Benecia, CA; Bisbee, AZ; Brunswick, GA; Fredonia, NY; Oregon City, OR; 
Spearfish, SD; The Dalles, OR; Waseca, MN; and, Xenia, OH. 

Small businesses in Livingston Montana can apply to meet Small Business Revolution producers in December, visit 
downtownlivingston.org/small-business-revolution for an application link. Follow Livingston Business Improvement 
District on Facebook and Instagram for updates and information on how to vote for Livingston if (help make it 
‘when’) they make the next cut in January. 

https://www.visitgardinermt.com/item/629-2019-gardiner-christmas-stroll
https://www.gardinernyef.org/
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The Gardiner-Mammoth Ski Team invites you to 
get your skis waxed and stock up on holiday sweets 
with us during the Gardiner Christmas Stroll. The 
team will be collecting donations for baked goods 
and accepting your alpine, skate, and classic skis for 
hot waxing between 3:30-5:30 PM at the Gardiner 
Community Center. Interested in registering for the 
youth or adult 2020 Ski Teams? Stop by our table 
to pick up a registration packet or contact Bianca 
Klein at biancajklein@gmail.com. Registration is due 
December 15, 2019.

Elk River Art will be opened from 4 - 8 pm during 
the Christmas Stroll on Thursday Dec. 5 at 1007 Scott 
Street West. If you are Strolling (or driving by!) stop 
in. Happy Holidays! Shirl 406-848-9449 elkriverart.
com.

The Electric Peak Arts council invites you to a 
special reunion show featuring the Montana original 
folk duo “Storyhill” featuring infectious melodies, 
heartbreaking harmonies, and hauntingly spare 
acoustic arrangements. Gardiner School Multipurpose 
Room, Thursday, December 5th, 8:00pm.

Christmas Stroll

Gardiner Christmas Stroll
2019 ANNUAL

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 
4-8 PM

Stroll, shop, snack 
and sing! Enjoy an 
evening of holiday  

shopping, kids 
activities, food, 
live music, craft 
fair, and more!

Followed by a  
performance by Story Hill  

at the Gardiner School.

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/gardinerbridge/
mailto:biancajklein@gmail.com
http://elkriverart.com/
http://elkriverart.com/
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Study shows Yellowstone bison have 
positive effects on the landscape
 
MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS, WY - Biologists from the National Park Service, U.S. Geological Survey, and 
the Universities of Wyoming and Montana published findings of a 10-year study about bison migration and 
grazing in Yellowstone National Park in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences this week.
 
The findings result from a decade of research on Yellowstone bison by National Park Service biologists which 
included putting GPS collars on bison, setting up field experiments to evaluate plant growth and grazing 
intensity, and collecting dung and plant samples. 
 
The findings confirm that wild bison shape vegetation cycles and enhance growth throughout the summer. 
Scientists discovered, with the help of NASA satellites, that areas grazed intensely by larger groups of bison 
greened-up earlier, more intensely, and for longer durations each year.   
 
The findings also indicate that bison migrate differently than other species because of how they graze, 
frequently returning to the same areas of the park, which keeps plants in a growth cycle, providing the most 
nutritious food for migrating animals. Evidence over the last decade supports that migrating ungulates (hooved 
mammals) follow the wave of spring plant growth.  
 
Bison begin their migrations by following spring green up but their intense grazing lets them fall behind 
the wave of spring. “Whereas migratory mule deer closely choreograph their movements so they are in 
synchronization with the flush of fresh green grass as it moves up the mountain, bison movements are not 
so constrained. They make their own fresh grass by grazing intensely in large aggregations,” said Dr. Chris 
Geremia, lead author of the study and senior bison biologist at Yellowstone National Park. That finding sets 
bison apart from other North American ungulates.  
 
During the study, comparative plots among fenced and grazed areas showed grazing at high intensity delayed 
plant maturation by stimulating plants to produce new young shoots after being grazed. Bison then frequently 
returned to graze the same areas, keeping plants growing, although the plants never appear more than a few 
inches tall. Short, young plants provide the most nutritious foods for migrating animals.  
 
“I commend Dr. Geremia and our partners for completing this incredibly in-depth study,” said Yellowstone 
National Park Superintendent Cam Sholly. "These unprecedented findings teach us about the complexities of 
wild bison and underscore the critical ecological role they play on the Yellowstone landscape.”  
 
The bison population in Yellowstone is one of the only free-ranging populations in North America. Animals 
migrate more than 60 miles in the park. Learn more about bison.

9 Fun Facts About Thanksgiving
https://worldstrides.com/blog/2016/11/9-fun-facts-about-thanksgiving/

• The first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621 over a three day harvest festival. It included 50 Pilgrims, 90 
Wampanoag Indians, and lasted three days. It is believed by historians that only five women were present.

• Turkey wasn’t on the menu at the first Thanksgiving. Venison, duck, goose, oysters, lobster, eel, and fish 
were likely served, alongside pumpkins and cranberries (but not pumpkin pie or cranberry sauce!).

• Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a national holiday on October 3, 1863. Sarah Josepha Hale, the 
woman who wrote “Mary Had A Little Lamb,” convinced Lincoln to make Thanksgiving a national holiday 
after writing letters for 17 years.

• The history of U.S. presidents pardoning turkeys is patchy. Harry Truman is often credited with being the 
first president to pardon a turkey, but that’s not quite true. He was the first to receive a ceremonial turkey 
from the National Turkey Federation – and he had it for dinner. John F. Kennedy was the first to let a 
Thanksgiving turkey go, followed by Richard Nixon who sent his turkey to a petting zoo. George H.W. 
Bush is the president who formalized the turkey pardoning tradition in 1989.

• There are four towns in the United States named “Turkey.” They can be found in Arizona, Texas, Louisiana, 
and North Carolina.

• The average number of calories consumed on Thanksgiving is 4,500.
• Butterball answers more than 100,000 turkey-cooking questions via their Butterball Turkey Hotline each 

November and December.
• The tradition of football on Thanksgiving began in 1876 with a game between Yale and Princeton. The first 

NFL games were played on Thanksgiving in 1920.
• More than 54 million Americans are expected to travel during the Thanksgiving holiday this year. That’s up 

4.8% from last year.

https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/11/20/1913783116
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/11/20/1913783116
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/nature/bison.htm
https://worldstrides.com/blog/2016/11/9-fun-facts-about-thanksgiving/
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Help Wanted
Little People's Learning Center is seeking a full-time Assistant Teacher starting in March 2020. 
Come join our amazing teaching team and work with the littlest (human) residents in the park! Learn 
more by visiting https://littlepeoples330.wixsite.com/littlepeoples and selecting "Work With Us". 

Absaroka Lodge in Gardiner is seeking friendly, professional and self motivated associate for a 
housekeeping position, to start immediately. Competitive pay. Housing may be available. Email 
applications to absarokalodge@gmail.com, apply on Facebook or walk in applications accepted at 310 
Scott Street West daily between 10am-5pm.

The Gardiner Super 8 is seeking to fill full and part-time positions in housekeeping. Competitive 
wages, benefits, and potential housing is available. Only positive team players with an energetic 
attitude need apply in-person only at 702 Scott St. West. 

The Gardiner Market is hiring a full-time, year-round stocker/cleaner. Duties include cleaning and 
stocking (loads on Monday and Friday nights), plus other duties as needed. Pay based on experience. 
Benefits include employer-paid insurance (health, vision, life, and accident), paid time off and holidays, 
and store discount. The right candidate must have strong work ethic, attention to detail, ability to 
work independently, a clean driving record, and a work history of staying at jobs 2+ years. This job 
is physically active. On-the-job training and room for growth! A private one-bedroom apartment is 
available ($625/month includes utilities). Apply online or at the store. 

Full Time/Part Time position available starting immediately. Stop by Yellowstone Gifts & Sweets 
or go to www.Gardinergifts.com & select Join My Team.

Fully Furnished Log Cabin available Dec 10 thru May 10, 2020. 3 beds, 1 bath, washer, 18 miles 
north of Gardiner. $1,000/month plus a $200 fixed utility amount. Wood stove, ½ cord wood provided. 
Dogs considered. Text (406)223-6940.

Fully furnished winter cabin rental on the Yellowstone River through to April 30, 2020. Two 
master suites, two full baths, satellite flat screen TV’s, washer/dryer, fully equipped kitchen, covered 
patio. No pets, no smoking, limited number of occupants, $1,150 per month, plus utilities. (406) 570-
4500.

For Rent

http://yellowstonedinolube.com/
https://littlepeoples330.wixsite.com/littlepeoples
mailto:absarokalodge@gmail.com
mailto:ablodge@aol.com
http://www.gardinergifts.com/
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Park County Community Foundation launches We Will Park County
 
The Park County Community Foundation has officially launched We Will Park County, a citizen-informed 
initiative that offers a common vision and data set to help better coordinate Park County’s limited resources.
 
The Park County Community Foundation hosted four launch meetings in Livingston and Gardiner on Nov. 19 
and Nov. 22. The presentations focused on how local philanthropists, nonprofits and public officials can use the 
web-based tool to help prioritize initiatives and better coordinate efforts. The online We Will Park County tool 
can be found at: www.WeWillParkCounty.org
 
The Park County Community Foundation articulated the community vision after hearing feedback from more 
than 700 community members including: discussions with nonprofits and other community leaders; a county-
wide survey with more than 640 responses; and six focus groups in Livingston, Clyde Park, Wilsall, Emigrant, 
Gardiner and Cooke City.
 
Gavin Clark, executive director of the Park County Community Foundation, said that We Will Park County 
hopes to unite decision makers across Park County.
 
“I hope our community will rely on this project as a resource that provides a starting point for defining what our 
needs are and how we can move forward together,” Clark said.
 
Five main themes emerged from the public’s comments: striving to improve our community’s health, safety and 
education; sustaining a diversified economy; keeping Park County affordable; maintaining our rural lifestyle 
and sense of community; and keeping Park County one of the most beautiful places on earth. Broad vision 
statements were then articulated based on community input.
 
The vision is then supported by data, available to the public online, curated with the help of economists from 
the University of Montana, Montana Department of Labor and Industry, and Headwaters Economics, We Will 
Park County has established a dashboard of key metrics in 5 corresponding categories that local organizations 
can use to better direct their limited resources.
 
We Will Park County was made possible thanks to the insight and guidance of its Steering Committee: Gavin 
Clark, Bruce McKnight, Jeff Welch, and Maclaren Latta from the Park County Community Foundation; Steve 
Caldwell and Julie Anderson from Park County; Michael Kardoes from the City of Livingston; Don Viegut 
from Livingston School District; and Jean Keffeler.
 
“We see this as a tool that helps coordinate Park County’s diverse and varied communities,” said Livingston 
City Manager Michael Kardoes, a member of the group’s steering committee. “We hope the project provides a 
common language that people can use to better inform, coordinate and develop solutions for our most pressing 
needs.”
 
Goals for the project include helping establish data, trends and forecasts to enable fact-based conversations 
about the state and future of Park County and helping to serve as a guide to how taxpayer dollars, donor funds 
and other private/public monies are invested in our community.
 
“Our intent was not to create policy, but rather to develop a resource to inform how policy might be created 
across a broad spectrum of stakeholders,” said Steve Caldwell, Park County Commission Chairman and steering 
committee member.
 
With this information in hand, We Will Park County is also designed to help galvanize community support for 
any legislative or regulatory changes that may be needed to achieve the community vision.
 
“We Will Park County helps define what our community’s core needs are and allows the community to help use 
our limited resources to best address those core needs,” said Jeff Welch, Park County Community Foundation 
board member and steering committee member.
 
The City of Livingston, Park County, and Livingston School District each contributed funds to the project. 
Local philanthropists helped provide funding for a majority of the effort.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

BROKER
406.223.1079

Lori Hamilton

SALES ASSOCIATE
406.224.1042

Scott Hamilton

217 W Park Street, Suite A
Livingston, MT 59047

http://www.wewillparkcounty.org/
https://www.bhhsmt.com/agents/48548-lori-hamilton
http://www.docdurr.com


Church Services
Gardiner Baptist Church 
Sundays: Bible Study 10am
Worship 11am, lunch to follow
Mondays: Good News Club at 
school 4:15-5:15
Wednesdays: Bible Study 6:30pm

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints 
Sundays: Sacrament Service 10am

St. Williams Catholic Church: 
Sundays: Adult Education: 9:30am
Mass time: 11:00am

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
(Emigrant): 
Sundays: Worship 8am 

Mt. Republic Chapel of Peace 
(Cooke City)
Sundays: Worship 8am & 10am

Gardiner Community Church
Winter Schedule
Sundays: 9:15 Sunday School
10:15am Worship Service

Community Services & Committees

AA Meeting: Wednesdays @ 7pm 
at St. William’s Catholic Church. 
Contact 1-724-496-9894

AA Meeting: Wednesdays @ 7pm 
at Mount Republic Chapel of Peace.
Cooke City. Contact: (406) 838-
2397

American Legion Meeting: 
2nd Tuesday @ 7pm at the Gardin-
er Community Center.

Bear Creek Council 
Meeting: Meets monthly at the 
Track Ed Center, 9 Jardine Rd.
For more information: 406-223-
2152 https://northernplains.org/our-
local-groups/bear-creek-council/

Cancer Social
3rd Sundays, 3pm
401 Main, 406-223-5357

Electric Peak Arts 
Council Meeting: 
Sept-May, 3rd Wednesdays 
@ 5:30pm at the Gardiner Visitor 
Center, 216 Park St.

Gardiner Chamber of 
Commerce: Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm
Monthly Board meeting, 3rd 
Thursdays at noon. Located at 216 
Park Street. 848-7971.

Gardiner Community Library 
Tuesdays 10am-5pm, 6pm-8pm & 
Thursdays 6pm-8pm. 406.848.7835.
Book Sale Tuesdays 10am-5pm.

Gardiner Food Pantry: 
Tuesdays from 1pm-6pm. 
307.344.9006 Linda Gray.

Gardiner-Park County Water 
District Board Meeting: 2nd 
Tuesday @ 6pm at the District 
Office.

Gardiner Resort Area District 
Monthly meeting is held every 
second Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the 
Gardiner Visitor Center. 

Gardiner School Board Meet-
ing: 2nd Wednesdays @ 6pm in the 
Gardiner School Library.

Gateway Hose Company:
Board of Trustees 
Dec 30, 2019 @
7 pm at the Fire Hall.

Greater Gardiner 
Community Council 
Advisory Board Meeting: 
1st Tuesdays @ 6:30pm. 
www.gardinermt.org

Livingston HealthCare 
Gardiner Rehab Outreach 
Clinic: M/W/F from 9am-4pm at 
Gardiner Baptist Church.
Call 222-7231 or 222-3541.

Livingston Lodge #32 A.F. & 
A.M. meets 1st Tuesday at 7pm at 
the Livingston Masonic Temple.

Gardiner Community Newsletter Info
The Gardiner Community Newsletter is published every Wednesday afternoon. Deadline for all newsletter ads 
is every Tuesday at noon. This includes payment and ad submission. There is no billing, ads must be paid for in 
advance. Ads submitted without full payment will not run. 

Line Ad pricing:
• Regular Line Ad: $7 for the first 40 words, ten cents for each 

additional word.
• Chamber Member Line Ad: $6 for the first 40 words, ten 

cents for each additional word.
• Free Line Ad: First 40 words are free, ten cents for each 

additional word. Things that constitute a free line ad: Lost & 
Found, Thank You’s, Condolences, Memorial Services, and 
free things that normally have a charge (ie: giving a way a 
bike, or serving a meal for free). Non-profit status does not 
guarantee a free ad. 

• Logos and bullet points available for an additional fee, please 
inquire for details.

Display Ad sizes and pricing:
• $10/week – sixteenth page vertical – 1.8” x 3.2”
• $10/week – sixteenth page horizontal – 3.7” x 1.55”
• $15/week – eighth page – 3.7” x 3.2”
• $30/week – quarter page vertical – 3.7” x 6.5”
• $30/week – quarter page horizontal – 7.5” x 3.2”
• $50/week – half page vertical – 3.7” x 13.1”
• $50/week – half page horizontal – 7.5” x 6.5”
• $70/week – three quarter page – 7.5” x 9.8”
• $90/week – full page – 7.5” x 13.1”
• $1 fee for chamber staff to build/modify/resize an ad         

(this service is free for Chamber of Commerce members)

How to submit an ad:
• Email ad to ads@gardinerchamber.com
• Send ad to: Gardiner Chamber of Commerce (attention newsletter ads), P.O. Box 81, Gardiner, MT 59030.
• Come directly into the Chamber office at 216 Park Street, or use the afterhours drop box.
• Ads can not be submitted over the phone, but you can pay over the phone with a credit card. 406-848-7971.

The Gardiner Community Newsletter is sponsored by the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce. Its purpose is 
to inform local residents and visitors regarding items of local interest. Occasionally opinions are expressed 
herein that do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber 
reserves the right to omit or edit ads/copy for length,grammar, good taste and to prevent defamation. 

If you are feeling sad, as if no 
one cares or that life isn’t worth 
living any more, please call the 
Montana Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 
1-800-273-TALK (8255)
Someone does care, they will 
listen to your story.
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