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LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join Sarah Scott’s family in a celebration of her life on Saturday, July 30th starting at 4:00 PM. #8
Olson Lane. Bring pictures, mementos and good memories. Hamburgers and more will be served, if you would
like, bring a dish to share.
Gardiner Community Church's FREE Vacation Bible School is July 25-29th, 8:30am-11:50am. Open to
ages 3 to grade 6. Each child must register, please email gcc2mc@gmail.com for a pre-registration form or
register during sign-in on July 25th.
Mental Health First Aid teaches friends, family or co-workers to help people with the signs and symptoms
of a mental illness or crisis. The course will be Tuesday, July 26, 2016 from 8:00AM to 4:30 PM at the Mammoth Community Center. Contact Juanita Bueter at bueterj@gardiner.org or Joe at (307) 344-2148 to register
for this free course. Sponsored by the Prevention Management Organization of Wyoming, Gallatin Mental
Health Center and the National Park Service. Gardiner/Park County residents and employees encouraged and
welcome to attend!
Gardiner Mammoth Youth Soccer (ages 5-14) Fall Recreational League registration deadline is August
4th. Season runs Aug. 29th – Oct. 15th. Coaches needed for Kneekicker (Age 5) and Division 2 (Age 8-9)
teams. Contact Kelly Arterburn for more information. kellya@mountainsky.com
Local announcements continued on page 2…...

The Gardiner Chamber of Commerce serves our community through developing local tourism while
endorsing the stewardship of the Yellowstone Ecosystem.
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All aboard the next Big Kitty Fix Spay Shuttle is scheduled for Sunday, July 24. We will take a carload of
kitties to our vet in Absorkee to be spayed, neutered and vaccinated. Nursing mothers, young kittens,
and small dogs welcome. Donations appreciated. Call 222-2134.
The Wildflour Bakery is open on Mondays for breakfast and lunch from 8:00 - 2:30. Music this Thursday at Follow Yer' Nose BBQ from 5:30 - until!
First Interstate Bank will be extending our banking hours beginning on Monday July 18, to
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Friday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. FDIC insured. Equal housing lender.
Dr. Carson Durr DC, Stone Gate Chiropractic will be treating in Gardiner starting at 7am Thursdays all
summer. Call 406-425-2421 for an appointment.
Public Meeting Notice: The Gardiner Area Resort District Board of Directors will be holding the regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at 7:00pm upstairs at the Gardiner Visitor Center, located at 216
Park Street, Gardiner, MT. The public is welcome to attend.
The monthly meeting of the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce will be Thursday, July 21st at noon, upstairs
in the visitor center. The public is welcome to attend.
I am a buyer of Montana history. Maps, Yellowstone Park, Tokens, Beer Trays, Mining Ribbons, Horr
MT, Books, Old Montana signs and plenty more. Call David 579-3500.

New Issue of Yellowstone
Science Celebrates 20 Years
of Wolves
The latest issue of Yellowstone Science celebrates
wolf restoration and many of the scientific research
projects and findings on wolves of Yellowstone since
reintroduction, over 20 years ago. Wildlife & Aquatic
Resources Branch Chief, Yellowstone Center for
Resources, P.J. White says, “The restoration of
wolves to the Yellowstone area was a transformational event because it completed the restoration of
native, large carnivores in the ecosystem, which is a
remarkable, though controversial, achievement.”
Dozens of collaborators contributed to this important
issue which offers a “view into the complicated,
rewarding world of bringing wildness back" wrote
Doug Smith, the issue’s guest editor and
Yellowstone’s Wolf Project leader.
The issue begins with thoughts about lessons learned
since wolf reintroduction from former Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt, who oversaw the
reintroduction in 1995. Additional articles present
recent research on wolf territoriality and inter-pack
aggression, infectious diseases, and wolf predation
dynamics. A comprehensive list of wolf facts,
thoughts about wolf-watching from longtime park
employee Rick McIntyre, and the cover artwork of
Emily Harrington make this issue a compelling read
for anyone interested in learning about wolves and
their influence on Yellowstone National Park.

NPS 100th Anniversary: “An Evening at the
Arch”—August 25
Big Bear Stampede and Brew Fest—Sept 10

The publication is produced by Yellowstone National
Park with support from the Yellowstone Association
and the Yellowstone Park Foundation. The issue is
currently being mailed to subscribers and is available
online (content and a free PDF download of the
complete issue) at nps.gov/yellowstonescience.

EPAC Show: Bronte to the Future - October 6
EPAC Show: Supaman—November 15
EPAC Show: Yellowstoners - November 30 &
December 1

Subscription information is available at nps.gov/
yellowstonescience. Due to the cost of printing, we
encourage users to consider a digital subscription.

Christmas Stroll—December 1
2
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In Memory of a Plane Crash & The Servicemen Who Died
An Air Force bomber crashed on Emigrant Peak in 1962.
Remembering the men who died has become one man’s mission

Michael Wright Chronicle Staff Writer

This edited story is being run courtesy of the Bozeman Daily Chronicle. It appeared in the July 17, 2016
Edition of the Bozeman Daily Chronicle. Please go to the Chronicle website to read the story in its entirety.

http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/in-memory-of-a-plane-crash/article_b821f15f-ecee-5d19-baac-0f1ead5c9edc.html

It was nighttime, July 23, 1962.
Jim Larkin and his future wife were
in his car on Swingley Road, headed
to go swimming near McLeod. For
some reason, Larkin decided to stop
the car.
“To this day, I’ve never figured out
the why,” Larkin said recently. “It
was just something wasn’t right.”
He turned around and drove to the
Forest Service office in Livingston,
where he worked on trail crews and
fought the occasional fire. His boss
was in the office, and he was glad to
see Larkin, who was 22 at the time.
There was work to do.
An Air Force B-47 bomber left
Dyess Air Force Base near Abilene,
Texas, around 6:30 that night for a
routine training mission through
Montana. Four men were on board.
Radio transcripts and maps of the
flight path show they flew around
Dillon and crossed the Paradise Valley. They were supposed to turn to
the northeast, but instead their plane
slammed into the southwestern slope
of Emigrant Peak, about 8,500 feet
up, creating a fireball.
All four of the men died in the crash,
their lives cut short more than a thousand miles from their base.

Debris scattered everywhere. The
explosion started a wildfire, which
the Livingston Enterprise reported
grew to about 40 acres. Larkin’s job
was to run supplies to and from the
fire. On one trip down, he brought a
finger and wedding ring to the Air
Force crews that had arrived.
That stuck in his mind, and once the
work was over, he didn’t go back.
“After you’ve picked up parts of a
human being and done a few things
like that, I just really didn’t want to
go back to that site,” Larkin said.

The spark
Last year, a retired lieutenant colonel
from the Air Force called the Park
County Sheriff’s Office looking for
information about the crash. The office referred him to Bryan Wells.

Old Chico resident Bryan Wells is
planning a memorial for four men
who died in a 1962 Air Force bomber crash on Emigrant Peak.
Wells, a tall 61-year-old known by
his long gray beard, lives in Old ChiDamage from the fire was fairly min- co at the base of Emigrant Peak. He
has rental cabins, a butcher shop and
imal, but the wreckage spread out
across a good chunk of the mountain, works a few odd jobs around the valabout 2,500 feet below the top. Clean ley. He’s lived in the area since he
-up crews didn’t pick up everything was 9, and much of that time has
they found, so remnants of the plane been spent hiking and exploring the
are still there, now as much a part of mountains near his home, something
that still fascinates him. He would be
the landscape as the trees themthe guy to call.
selves.
In the years afterward, the crash was
little more than an afterthought for
most people in the valley. They
talked about it from time to time.
Most know it happened and that the
airplane parts are there. But nothing
much was done to recognize it —
until now.

There was Capt. Bill Faulconer, a
one-time Price is Right contestant
from Kansas who thought he’d start
farming once he left the Air Force.
There was Lt. Fred Hixenbaugh, a
West Virginian who used to prank
his sisters and loved baseball. There
was Lt. David Sutton, from Oklahoma, who was exactly one month into
his second year as a full pilot. And
there was Lt. Lloyd Sawyers, a Texan who would save the box dinners
he got on missions for his two
young daughters.

Wells heard about the crash when he
was a kid, and when he was 15, he
decided to hike to it. It isn’t easy to
find, but his family leased a cabin
nearby when he was young. His dad
taught him to hunt there, so he knew
the area well enough to make a good
guess. He gambled on a route up and
picked his way across.
“And I found it. It was pretty crazy.
All the trees were cut off from the
wings, where it came in, you know,”
he said. “And then there’s debris
everywhere.”
After that, the crash stayed on his
mind, but he didn’t do anything with
it until he got that phone call.
The retired airman wanted to see if
the crash was visible from a plane, so
he and Wells got on their computers
together and found the coordinates
on Google Earth. But the cameras
couldn’t show them the wreckage, an
indicator that it probably wasn’t visible from a plane.

None were over 30, and all of them
were married.
Officially, the cause of the crash is
undetermined. Air Force documents
obtained by the Chronicle through a
public records request say the most
probable cause is an error by some
member of the crew, but they can’t
say for sure. More than 20 pages in
the investigation are blacked out, and
it’s likely no one will ever know exactly what caused the wreck.

veterans who died there 54 years
ago.

After returning there for the first time
in decades. Wells began to wonder.
Why isn’t there a bronze plaque or
something up there to recognize
those guys? The four airmen who
Bryan Wells, who lives at the base of died on duty? Or to explain what the
Emigrant Peak, has spent the last
piles of metal are? It all felt incomyear trying to change that, to make
plete to him.
sure it isn’t forgotten for good, and
that people remember the four
Story continued on page 8
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Gardiner Gateway, Phases I and II
Project Update
July 19, 2016

Construction activities are underway on the Gardiner Gateway, Phase I and II projects. The Phase I project
straddles Yellowstone National Park and Park County, Montana in Gardiner, Montana. The Phase II project is
in within Gardiner on East Main Street, East Park Street and 1st street.
Concrete for Curb and Gutter will be poured on the north and south side of East Park Street. Seat wall foundations will also be poured in Confluence Park. Concrete sidewalk will be poured this week in the island at
the end of East Park Street. Curb and gutter forms are starting to be placed on 1 st street and East Main street.
Minor excavation may take place on 1st street for the curb and gutter forms to be placed.
Irrigation lines are being placed at East Park Street and Confluence Park.
Next Week curb and gutter forms will start to take place on East Main Street, some vehicles parked on East
Main Street will need to be moved to perform work.
A smaller roller may be used on East Park Street and 1st street for compaction. But we are not anticipating the
use of any vibratory equipment on site this week, although this is subject to change.
Landscapers will be around the project site placing topsoil which may create localized one way traffic. Next
week, electrical conduit will be ran to the arch which will also create minor one way traffic. The handrail on
2nd Street and way side exhibits will be completed this week. Arch Park will still be closed to the public until
the sod reaches maturity.
Flaggers will be on site to assist and coordinate traffic and pedestrians. Access for Rafting Companies on East
Park Street will continue through construction.

Public update meetings are held weekly on Mondays at 5:30 PM in
the Gardiner Community Center.
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HELP WANTED
Wanted part time and semi seasonal housekeeper and laundry mat attendant/janitor.
Please call with questions 406-223-9936 or you may inquire using cwe2015@hotmail.com
Help Wanted – First Interstate Bank is accepting applications for a full time teller. Good pay and benefits. Please apply at www.firstinterstatebank.com.
Help Wanted. The Yellowstone Mine Restaur ant is accepting applications for night line cooks. Good
wages with possible housing. Please apply at the Yellowstone Mine.

REAL ESTATE
Montana Realty Company: Lisa Ohlinger, Realtor Buns N Beds Deli and Cabins Year Round Business
Opportunity located 4 miles from the NE Entrance of Yellowstone National Park! Restaurant, Living Quarters, Cabin Rentals/Employee Housing. Prime Main Street Location in Cooke City! MLS#262729 Offered at
$395,000 Contact Lisa (406) 838-2332 www.cookecityarearealestate.com email: lisaannohlinger@yahoo.com.
Gardiner Duplex for sale. 3 bedroom 2 bath, 1700 SQF upstairs; 2 bedroom 2 bath 1200 SQF downstairs.
316 Stone Street. Strong year around rental history, could also be used for employee housing or daily/weekly
summer rental with some updates. $425,000. Call Pat or Jennifer Herriford at 406-850-5819 or email at pjherriford@gmail.com
Jardine Home For Sale: Never drive to ski or hike again! The wilderness is right out your door. 2 bedroom / 2bath / fabulous views! Daylight basement has many possibilities. Could easily sleep 10 as a vacation
rental. Susan Johnson, Paradise Properties. 406-848-7578.
Red Lodge, MT - $82,900 – ¾ acre corner lot, great mountain views, city sewer, custom house plan, below
the ski mountain. By contractor. Can email david@davidsimpsonconstruction.com. Can be viewed at
www.davidsimpsonconstruction.com.
For Sale – 3 bed 2.5 bath home. Yellowstone Street, great location in Gardiner. On the Yellowstone River,
south facing views into Yellowstone National Park. Detached garage, outside wood boiler. To see this or any
listing, call Chris Lyness, Realtor. 406-930-0299.
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Yellowstone Park Facts

Geology
 An active volcano
 One of the world’s largest calderas at 45 x 30 miles (72 x 48 km)
 1,000-–3,000 earthquakes annually
 More than 10,000 hydrothermal features
 More than 500 active geysers (more than half the world's geysers)
 About 290 waterfalls
 Tallest waterfall near a road: Lower Falls of the Yellowstone River at 308 feet (94 m)
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In Memory of Servicemen continued from page 4
“I thought, I’m gonna do it. Somehow, I’m gonna get that done,”
Wells said.

Simmons said.
She heard all about what was going
on in Montana, that someone wanted
to commemorate her brother’s death
He asked the local U.S. Forest Serand they wanted her and anyone else
vice district office if putting a plaque to come for a ceremony.
there was a possibility, but the an“We had no idea that anything like
swer was no.
that was going to happen,” Simmons
said.
A roadside memorial was another
option, but Wells said he was told
That’s why Culp, too, was happy to
developing one would take several
get Joiner’s call. She will pack up
years — time he’s not sure he or the this week and travel to Montana
remaining family members of the
from her home in California.
four men have.
“I don’t quite know what I’m going
to,” Culp said. “But I decided I
would show up because I think it’s
a nice tribute.”

Keith Joiner and his wife’s cousin have
been working for more than a year to
create a memorial for the four men who
died in an Air Force bomber crash on
Emigrant Peak in 1962.
Courtesy of Jule Banville

He wasn’t done. He had an idea for a
place on private land that would
work: the Chico Cemetery, off a dirt
road near his house, Emigrant Peak
looming to the East.
The cemetery board OK’d the idea
one day and picked a spot the next.
“That’s the kind of bureaucracy I
like,” Wells said. “And it just kind of
has blossomed from that.”

description of what happened there
on July 23, 1962.
Saturday is the big day. Military officials, politicians, folks who worked
on the fire or search and rescue –
they’ll all be there. A band will play
taps and a singer will do the national
anthem.
In chairs up front, Wells will reserve
spots for the 25 or so family members he estimates are making the trip.
They’re coming from Texas and
West Virginia and California and
from wherever else they ended up in
the past five and a half decades.
He has talked with some of them and
he said the crash is still an incredible
weight on them, all these years later.

Simmons is one of a number of her
family members
planning to make
the trip. Her sister who lives in
Florida plans to
come, as do
Fred’s widow,
Donna, and his
son Bryan.
Simmons said
the ceremony
and plaque
might be good
for them. Her
brother was buried in Arlington
Photo of Brian Wells
National CemeThe
cemetery
board
OK’d
the
idea
one day and
tery, but Simmons
picked
a
spot
the
next.
“That’s
the
kind
of bureausaid the funeral
cracy
I
like,”
Wells
said.
“And
it
just
kind
of has
was so regimented
blossomed
from
that.”
and rigid that she
didn’t feel they got
Photo by Adrian Sanchez-Gonzalez/Chronicle
closure. The ceremony this coming
weekend might change that, even if
“It reminds you the sacrifice families
it rekindles old sadness.
make,” he said. “It is huge. It is so
“I know Saturday is going to be kind huge. More than a guy ever really
realizes.”
of hard,” Simmons said.

He started making plans. A gazebo
needed built, the plaque needed designed and a dedication ceremony
needed to be set up. He wanted living relatives of the four men to come
to the ceremony, but he needed to
Lifting the weight
find them first.
It would be easy to miss the Chico
Cemetery. Cars rumble past on a
That’s when he called his cousin’s
gravel road, and it takes close eyes to
husband, Keith Joiner, an amateur
spot the gate for the road to the colgenealogist who lives in Hot Springs. lection of headstones. A small sign
Joiner started with the names of the on the gate was the only clue that
four guys, their ages and where they anything was out there until a few
were from. With that in hand, he sat weeks ago.
down at the computer.
“I just started Googling,” Joiner said. Wells has built the gazebo and put up a flagpole,
Finding family
both visible from the
Brenda Simmons had just returned
gravel road.
home to Sistersville, West Virginia,
after spending some time in Florida Inside the gazebo will be
when the call came. It was someone a plaque, designed by
from the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Wells’ daughter-in-law.
chapter in nearby Fairmont. A man
On it, there’s a picture of
from Montana wanted to talk to her the peak and the plane,
about her brother, Fred Hixenbaugh. complete with the right
“I was like, just sort of stunned,”
tail number, and a short

The day after the ceremony, he plans
to take a group on a hike to the
wreckage. His instinct and memory
will guide them up the game trails
and draws and across the ridges to
the never-ending field of debris, the
true final resting place for four
young men.

Photo by
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Yellowstone Park Facts

Wildlife
 67 species of mammals, including: 7 species of native ungulates and 2 species of bears
 285 species of birds (150 nesting)
 16 species of fish (5 nonnative)
 More than 7 aquatic nuisance species (3 having significant detrimental effect)
 5 species of amphibians
 6 species of reptiles
 2 threatened species: Canada lynx, grizzly bears

LODGING
Vacation Rental Home - Elk River Lodge at Yellowstone. 2 bedroom, 2 full bath, queen beds, fully
furnished kitchen, laundry, Wi-Fi. 2 Blocks to Yellowstone Entrance. Contact vrbo.com/286380 See our reviews! Comfort with Excellence. Low Season Special Rates.
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CHURCH SERVICES
Gardiner Baptist Church
Sundays:
Bible Study 9:45am
Worship 11am
Lunch 12noon, All welcome
Bible Study 6:30pm
Prayer Service
Wednesday evening 6:30pm
St. John’s Episcopal Church
(Emigrant):
Sundays
Worship 8am

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints
Sundays:
Sacrament Service 10am
Mt. Republic Chapel of Peace
(Cooke City):
Sundays:
Worship 9:30am
St. Williams Catholic Church:
Sundays
8:00am

Gardiner Community Church:
Sundays
9:00am Gardiner
Community Church
Church
10:30am Mammoth Chapel
Bible Studies
Throughout the
community during the week,
contact Pastor Dave Gable
406-848-7300

COMMUNITY SERVICES & COMMITTEES

AA Meetings: Wednesday @ 7pm at St. William’s Catholic Church.
Contact 1-724-496-9894

American Legion Meeting: 2nd Tuesday @ 7pm
at the Gardiner Community Center.
Bear Creek Council
Meeting: 3r d Wednesday
@ 7pm - For more information: 406-848-9445
www.bearcreekcouncil.org
CVB Meeting: 2nd
Thursdays @ 10:00am at
Gardiner Visitor’s Center.
Electric Peak Arts Council Meeting: Sept-May,
1st Wednesday @ 5:30pm
in the Gardiner High
School Library.

G-Town Thrift Store
Saturdays 1-7pm located
at the Community Church
318 W. Main St.

Gardiner-Park County
Water District Boar d
Meeting: 2nd Tuesday @
6pm at the District Office.

Livingston HealthCare
Gardiner Rehab Outreach Clinic:
M/W/F from 9am-4pm at
Gardiner Baptist Church
Gardiner Chamber of
Gardiner Resort Area
Call 222-7231
Commerce / Visitor
District monthly meeting or 222-3541.
Center: Open Mon-Fri
is held every secLivingston Lodge #32
9am-8:30pm; Sat & Sun ond Tuesday at 7 p.m. at
A.F. & A.M. meets 1st
4:30pm-8:30pm. Monthly the Gardiner Visitor’s
Tuesday at 7pm at the
Board meeting, 3rd
Center.
Livingston Masonic
Thursdays at noon. Located at 216 Park Street.
Gardiner School Board Temple
848-7971.
Meeting: 2nd Wednesdays @ 7pm in the Gardi- Narcotic Anonymous
Meetings: Sundays @
Gardiner Community
ner School Conference
7pm at the Gardiner BapLibrary Tuesdays 10am- Room.
tist Church. Contact 3145pm, 6pm-8pm &
602-6672
Thursdays 6pm-8pm.
Gateway Hose
406.848.7835.
Company: Boar d of
Overeaters Anonymous
Book Sale Tuesdays
Trustees Meeting:
Meetings: Satur days at
10am-5pm.
August 15, 2016 @
7pm at Gardiner Baptist
7pm at the Fire Hall.
Church. Contact 1-970Gardiner Food Pantry
Greater Gardiner
302-1218
Hours: Tuesdays fr om
Community Council
1pm-6pm. 307.344.9006
Advisory Board Meeting:
Linda Gray.
1st Tuesdays @7:15pm.
www.gardinermt.org

If you have a community service group or committee that you would like to add to our list call
the Chamber of Commerce at 848-7971 or email ads@gardinerchamber.com

If you are feeling sad, as if no one cares or that life isn’t worth living any more …
Please - Call the Montana Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK (8255)
Someone does care~ They will listen to your story

Deadline for all newsletter ads is Tuesday before noon. Newsletter ads must be paid for
in ADVANCE. There is no billing. Ads submitted without full payment will not be run.
Ads are $7.00 for 40 words or less in paragraph form for non-chamber members and $6.00/40 words for
chamber members plus 10 cents for each additional word for members and non-members alike. Email
or call for display ad pricing. 848-7971. Ads may be submitted by email to ads@gardinerchamber.com and/
or by coming dir ectly to the Chamber office at 216 Par k Str eet dur ing business hour s. (ther e is an after
hours drop box too!) If payment is required, then please drop off a copy of the ad with payment at the office
or mail in advance to Gardiner Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 81 Gardiner, MT 59030.
It is helpful if you submit your ads before Tuesday. Ads CANNOT be placed over the telephone. Lost
and Found, Free, Thank you, Condolences & Memorial Services ads are free up to 40 words & .10cents/word
over 40. Nonprofit status does not guarantee a free ad. Call if you have questions. phone 406.848.7971
The Gardiner Community Newsletter is sponsored by the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce. Its purpose is to inform local residents and visitors regarding items of local interest. Occasionally opinions are
expressed herein that do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the Gardiner Chamber of Commerce.
The Chamber reserves the right to omit or edit ads/copy for length, grammar, good taste and to prevent defamation.
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